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THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time nnay be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 . 1 36(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 
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Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 
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2a)\3 This action is FINAL. 2b)S This action is non-final. 

3) n Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(a) the invention was known or used by others in this country, or patented or described in a printed 
publication in this or a foreign country, before the invention thereof by the applicant for a patent. 

2. Claims 1 , 3, 5, 7 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(a) as being anticipated by Kurn et 
a!., US Pre-grant Pub No 20020071567 (hereafter referred to as *567). 

As to claim(s) 1, 3, 5, 7: 

3. '567 teaches a secure database system comprising: 

• Storage device for storing information, an encryption key, and encoded 
information / One of the keys is configured within a Key Repository process to 
maintain the integrity of critical information on the database (Page 5, Paragraph 
74, '567) 

• Input/Output device for inputting and outputting information stored in storage 
device / Bi-directional dataflow from key repository to/from applications (Fig 1 , 
Elements 20 and 40, '567) 

• Encoding device for encoding/decoding information / entries protect their 
respective secret by a password-based public-key encryption method (Page 5, 
Paragraph 76, *567) 
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• When outputting, encryption key is encoded by using another encryption key, 
both encoded information and encoded encryption key are output / Key 
repository gives credential file and password to application (Fig 2, Element 216, 
'567) 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 2, 4, 6, 8 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
'567 in view of Keutzer, "Advanced Topics in CAD Component Based Design of 
Electronic Systems Lecture 9.2". 

As to claim(s) 2: 

6. '567 teaches a secure database system for storing encrypted information and 
encrypted keys for input/output. '567 does not specifically teach for the Input/output 
device, encoding device and storage device to be constituted on the same 
semiconductor chip. Keutzer teaches the benefit of integrating semiconductor 
segments ("Summary of Motivation"). It would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of invention to integrate the separate segments of 
'567 to a single semiconductor. One of ordinary skill in the art would have been 
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motivated to integrate the separate segments of *567 to a single semiconductor 
because a reduction in cost results that "easy integration is desirable for all segments" 
("Utility of Reuse- Semiconductor"). 



7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jonathan R Adams whose telephone number is 

(571 )272-3832. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday from 10am 
to 6pm. 

8. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Gregory Morse, can be reached on (703) 308-4789. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (571 )272-3838. 
Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 305-3900. 



Conclusion 




GREGORY WIC?':^ 
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